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INTRODUCTION FOR NEW & PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS



Welcome to 
the Spinoza Program:
A Modular and Topical Approach to 
Secular Humanistic Jewish Education

The Birmingham Temple Congregation for 
Humanistic Judaism is proud to present a 
new Sunday morning educational program 
named for that great Jewish role model of 
critical thinking, Baruch “Benedict” 
Spinoza! (See the next page for more 
about him.)

Our program is committed to the objective 
of connecting children to the cultural and 
historical heritage of Judaism within a 
framework that values critical thinking. At 
the same time, the Spinoza Program is 
designed to meet the needs and busy 
schedules of our families.

Each Sunday morning we begin at 9:15am 
with bagels and social time. At 9:45am we 
gather in a music assembly for both 
children and their families. Following this, 
our children break into learning groups 
consisting of K to 1st, 2nd to 3rd, 4th to 5th, 

and 6th to 7th grades. The youngest group 
engages in a play-based curriculum that 
emphasizes holidays, stories, and values.

Our other three groups experience one or 
two topical “modules” of Jewish learning, 
for about an hour each Sunday. This is 
followed by short socializing time and 
shorter sessions for Hebrew and 
Humanistic character development. (Our 
youngest group also enjoy weekly Music 
Enrichment.) Topics rotate every two 
years so that each group sends one grade 
forward and is joined by one grade each 
year.

The Two-Year 
Curriculum

2nd to 3rd Graders
2018-19

Jewish Geography & Experiences 
Around the World

Secular Jewish Culture
2019-20

The Jewish Family & Home

Being a Mensch: A Jewish Take on 
Human Values

4th to 5th Graders
2018-19

Ancient Jewish Literature & History

2019-20

History and Literature: The European 
and Jewish Experience to 1900

The American Jewish Experience/ 
Comparative Judaism

6th to 7th Graders
2018-19

B’Mitzvah Prep and
“Two Peoples in One Land: 

A Dual Narrative of Israeli and 
Palestinian History”

2019-20

B’Mitzvah Prep and
“The Holocaust: Unworthy of Life”



*Baruch “Benedict” Spinoza (1632-1677) is 
considered by many to be the first modern Jew. During his 
short life, his fame as a philosopher would grow to 
worldwide proportions. However, Spinoza’s beginnings 
were in the modest Portuguese Jewish community of 
Amsterdam, made up of the descendants of Jewish 
refugees exiled from their homes. 
Though raised to be a traditional Jewish scholar, as a 

young man Spinoza began to ask “dangerous” questions about Jewish teachings. He 
proposed that humans had written the Bible and that Jewish law and religion were 
created by people. Soon his community began to view his ideas as dangerous and they 
denounced him as a heretic. As a result, he was excommunicated, forced to leave 
behind everyone he knew and loved. Today the entire world remembers him as one of 
the most important rationalists and free-thinkers in human history. And that’s why we 
named our program after him!

“Spinoza was the true founder of Jewish ‘liberation.’ In his 
writings he proclaimed the revolutionary doctrine that every 
person was entitled to be the master of his or her life and 
choices.”

“The purpose of a Humanistic Jewish school is to help its 
students become more cooperative, more generous, more 
self-reliant and more rational – using whatever is relevant in 
the Jewish experience to reinforce these values.” 

“The highest activity a human 
being can attain is learning for 
understanding, because to 
understand is to be free.” 

“I call one free who is led solely by reason.
Minds, however, are conquered not by arms, 
but by love and nobility.”

Rabbi Sherwin Wine

Baruch Spinoza



Interested in learning more?
Call Susan Warrow, our Education Director, 

248.894.5722 to set up an appointment!

28611 West Twelve Mile Rd.
Farmington Hills, MI 48334

248.477.1410 / birminghamtemple.org


